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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s  
St Christopher, Lympsham  St Michael, Brent Knoll  St Mary, East Brent 

Contacts Baptisms  
 
To arrange the Baptism contact the Church Administrator.   
 

Weddings 
 
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church 
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates. 
 

Funerals 
 
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Priest-in-
Charge or Church Administrator to arrange your 
requirements.          . 
                                    ******************* 
Visit our website – 
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 

Priest-in-Charge 
Reverend Kevin Wright 

The Rectory, 3 Ash Trees, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4DQ 
Tel 01278 760844   or Mobile 07764 170463   

e-mail - priest.tpots@gmail.com 
Friday is the Vicar's day off 

Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter 
Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ 

Tel 01278 769082 
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com 

Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00  
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 

Churchwardens 
Details can be found in Church porch or on our website. 

 

Services 
For updates on services and the latest news please go the website: 
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk or contact the Church Office or Rector directly.
 Kevin Wright 
Toddlers 

This month the Toddler Teddies have kindly written our article:-  
Hope you have been able to enjoy the Summer holidays and that you 
and your families have kept safe and well. 
We have enjoyed going for walks in Ralph’s Wood where we have met 
some lovely dogs, watched the deer and enjoyed lots of picnics - Teddy 
Bear picnics!  Recently we have seen signs of Autumn in the trees with 
acorns, sloes and spindle berries.  We have even picked some 
blackberries from the hedgerows and soon we will be collecting conkers. 

When you are out and about, see what signs of Autumn you can find. 
Birthdays for September are: Margaret, who shares her birthday with the twins Monty 
and Austin, on 1st September; Roger on 9th September and Zac on 25th September.  
For Roger and Zac this will be their very first.  We wish them all lots of happiness on 
their special day. 
We will be thinking of Aoife, Elizabeth, Jess and Joey starting school this September; 
it is a very exciting time for them. 
We are all keeping well but miss seeing you so much.  Currently we cannot start 
Toddlers but look forward to the day when we can all be together again. 
Please take lots of care and make sure your families and friends look after 
themselves too. The Teddies 

Church Register –  
Holy Matrimony –Thomas Peter Harrison &Mariana Sophie Sian Bream 
At Rest - Elizabeth (Beth) Strong 
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com) 

Minister Revd. Steve Bennett 

As Summer draws to a close, I’m sure we all agree that it’s been a Summer like no other.  
Yes, we’ve had some amazing weather and the holidaymakers have flocked down in 
their droves but nothing seems “normal” anymore, does it?  Social distancing, the 
wearing of masks - but perhaps we have to accept this as the “new normal” for the time 
being. 
Our Church life this Summer has also been very different.  Our Chapel is still closed at 
the time of writing but we are looking closely at ways to open it to ensure the safety and 
wellbeing of our congregation - both regulars and visitors.  We have all so missed joining 
together in fellowship each Sunday morning and for the regular coffee mornings and 
“meet-ups” we are used to.  Those times we meet over refreshments to catch up on 
news and check on each other’s welfare.  However, we have ensured that we keep in 
touch with each other and suddenly the phone and the computer have become even 
more integral parts of our lives.  We are also grateful to our ministers who have ensured 
that those who are unable to visit the Chapels which have opened, can still join together 
in Sunday worship via Zoom. 
Our prayers, as always, go out to you all - but this month we are praying particularly for 
our young people as they prepare to go back to school.  We are all finding this time 
difficult, but our hearts really go out to the young who have been separated from their 
friends for such a lengthy period.  We pray they stay safe but we also give thanks to all 
the dedicated teachers who will be guarding and guiding all children under their care as 
the new school year begins. 
From all of us at Brent Knoll Methodist Church, we hope this finds you safe and well as 
we continue to hold you in our prayers. 
With every blessing. Rosemary Krull 

Parish Hall and Covid-19 
Unfortunately we have had to cancel this year’s Harvest Supper. 
The Parish Hall is remaining closed at present, due to Covid-19. 
The committee are looking at how to be able to open again safely, taking into account 
that the hall is usually used by many diverse groups and often several groups in a day 
following each other in to the hall. 
We need to work out how to safely open in a way that all users can confidently enter the 
hall, knowing that precautions are in place. 
We also need to work out how we can ensure that, as all users leave the hall that it is left 
in a safe state for the next potential user and that all users abide by the social distancing 
and other Covid-19 regulations including having records of all attendees in case contact 
tracing is required. 
None of this is easy and straight forward for a hall run by volunteers on a non-profit 
making basis, so we would ask you all to bear with us as we try to move things forward in 
the Autumn Sandra Few 

Please Support our Local Businesses 
Thanks to our advertisers, we are able to produce the Brent Knoll News delivered to 
your home.  Many of our advertisers have had a tough time this year because of 
Covid-19.  Please support our local businesses as they do so much to support us. 
 Bob Filmer 
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We never forget 
you have a choice
Our new showroom at East Brent has been 
designed to give customers the chance to 
review our extensive product range in a 
relaxed, peaceful environment. Unfortunately 
we cannot open the showroom fully until 
restrictions are lifted but we can offer you 
the option of a virtual tour or a visit by 
appointment. Please ring us for more details.

8 Mill Batch Farm, East Brent, 
Near Highbridge, TA9 4JN
Tel: 01278 760616 / 01749 671431
hello@thekingfisherfamily.com     
www.thekingfisherfamily.com
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T R U - C L E A N 
W I N D  W

C L E A N I N G

Domes�c & commercial windows
 
Conservatory roofs
 
Solar panels

Power washing
 

UPVC restora�on 

Gu�er / fascia / soffit cleaning 

Tel: 07378 194141 
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News from the Parish Council  
Virtual Meetings in July and August 
Decisions Made by the Parish Council 
The Co-option of a new Parish Councillor  
Cllr Andrew Holmes was co-opted to the Parish Council in July and was welcomed by 
members to serve for the remaining 3 year electoral term until 2023. 
Planning Matters  
07/20/00010: T1 Ash –remove deadwood and thin by 30% at 83, Brent Street. 
Response:  The application was supported unanimously on the grounds of good 
arboreal practice provided it meets the requirements set down under TPO Guidelines. 
07/20/00006: Amended application for Erection of 1 detached dwelling and formation 
of new access and parking formation of new access for existing dwelling at Flat 1, 
Wyndoes, Station Road, Brent Knoll, TA9 4B 
Response: No observations made to this application, this was unanimous. 
07/20/00011: Retrospective application for the erection of an agricultural dwelling at 
Wick Farm, Wick Lane, Lympsham, Weston-super- mare, Somerset, BS24 0HG. 
Response: The Council supported the proposal by a majority on the grounds of 
provision of accommodation for a farm worker, with the proviso that adequate 
arrangements are in place for the waste management on the site. 
Ongoing issues 
Dog Bin additional unit to be considered at a suitable location. 
SID Ongoing considerations on unit functionality.  
Web Site re vamping and compliance issues. 
Continuing improvements to play equipment. 
Fencing on the rhyne side of the village green.  
Various footpath maintenance issues to be completed.  
New Picnic Bench now delivered and decision on location.  
Painting of front fence to green and benches.  
On-going progress at Bakers Field and updates from developer. 
Meeting Times  
The Parish Council next Virtual meeting on September 2nd, 7pm.  If anyone wishes to 
join the meeting, can they please contact the clerk in advance. 
A full set of minutes available on the website or by email request to the clerk. 
Contact the Clerk for any Council matters  
 Owen J Cullwick, Tel No. 07917 445 215clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk 

Rambles from the Rambler 
I share the thoughts of David Filmer writing in the July edition about the 
possibility of the Earth once again being destroyed by a Meteor, but I’m 
worried that unless Mankind realises the damage it is doing to the 
environment they will achieve the destruction of the earth without the 
help of a Meteor. 
 The Rambler
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Bishop Peter’s letter  
I am writing this whilst receiving treatment in hospital, although by the time you read 
this, I hope that I may be back home having completed my first course of 
chemotherapy.  The first thing I want to say, and I am sure this is echoed by so many, 
is what wonderful treatment and care I have received from everyone in the hospital. 
Their kindness, concern and professionalism are beyond words. 
What is an unusual experience for me however, is that I have not been allowed to 
leave my room and the doors and windows have been kept firmly shut.  Looking out 
of my window and craning my neck upwards I am just able to get a glimpse of the sky 
outside.  Without that I would not know whether it was sunny or cloudy or raining 
outside.  Not that I am in any way complaining.  I am safe and receiving the best care 
imaginable.  It is also important whatever may happen, to keep a sense of proportion.  
I vividly recall hearing Terry Waite speak when he came to the diocese on one 
occasion.  It is unimaginable what he went through in those 1763 days in Beirut – the 
first four years of which were spent in solitary confinement, blindfolded, in a basement 
room with no windows, with no books or papers, chained to a radiator and sleeping on 
the floor.  His courage and faith are remarkable and have inspired so many people 
since.  I remember him once being interviewed and being asked what the happiest 
moment of his life was, one that he would cherish forever.  He replied: ‘When my 
blindfold was taken off during my release in November 1991.  I’d been in the dark – in 
a basement or blindfolded - for years.  For the first time in five years I saw the sky, the 
grass, the colours, and I felt the wind on my face.’ 
Terry Waite is also very clear about how the prayers of so many others supported him 
through those years.  As I write, I am also very aware of all the prayers that have and 
are being said for me.  That is both humbling and encouraging and once I am getting 
out and about again, I look forward to being able to thank you personally. 
With my thanks, best wishes and prayers for you, 
 Bishop Peter, Bishop of Bath and Wells 

VJ Day Memorial Plaque 
The design of this Plaque (as shown on the front cover) commemorates the end of 
the War in the Pacific and the end of World War II. 
This is represented by two medals, The Burma Star and The Pacific Star. 
The colour design of red represents Japan, the blue the Pacific Ocean and the Gold 
looks upwards to what was hoped to be a brighter and golden future. JS Harper 

Ecumenical Worship at Brent Knoll Methodist Church 
No meetings until further notice due to Coronavirus. Margaret Trapp 

Act of extreme kindness Elton and Suzie Kellow 
We would like to publically thank our next-door neighbours for what they have done 
for us during lockdown.  We have been in lockdown since early March not enjoying 
the best of health at the young age of 82: their kindness has been exceptional.  We 
do hope others have been so fortunate as us!  God bless you both.   

Roy & Sylvia Ainsworth 
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Family-owned Local Qualified Florist

Friendly, Personalised Service
Arrangements, Bouquets & Gifts

Weddings • Funerals • All Special Occasions
Same Day Local & Nationwide Deliveries

Interflora Member

Tel: 01278 784446
www.rosemarysflorist.co.uk

5 Regent Street, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 1AX

ROSEMARY’S FLORIST
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ALL YOUR
UNDERGROUND TANKS AND DRAINAGE

PRODUCTS
Septic Tanks

Pumping Station
Sewage Treatment Plants

Cesspools
Rainwater Recycling Units

OTHER SERVICES
Free Consultation

Tank and Drainage Installation
Servicing and Breakdown on

Pumping Stations, Treatment Systems etc.
Bespoke Tanks Designed and Manufactured

Exemption/Discharge Obtained
After Sales Support

Tel: 01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk

It’s not too late to enrol 
on an adult learning 
course - DO IT TODAY!

ADVANCED LEARNER  
LOANS AVAILABLE

ENROL NOW!
COURSES FOR  
ADULTS

BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST www.btc.ac.uk
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Incredible activity for the worldwide 
Space Industry 
Since the last Brent Knoll News two months ago, huge progress has been achieved 
worldwide. 
Firstly NASA, the US National Aeronautic and Space Administration, has sent 2 of their 
astronauts to the International Space Station using American built rockets from their 
Cape Canaveral, and returned them safely back to Earth.  This was for the first time 
since 2011 when the American Space Shuttle was retired.  Since then until now, they 
paid Russia $80M per astronaut to do that using Russian rockets.  SpaceX, the first 
commercial company to develop a re-useable rocket (Falcon Heavy), can land it 
accurately on a landing pad, and even onto a specially designed ocean going ship so 
that it can be re-used many times at considerable cost savings. 
Next, three countries, the United Arab Emirates, China and the USA have sent rovers to 
Mars and all will land there in February next year.  The most sophisticated is the 
American “Perseverance” rover to search for existing or past life on the red planet.  
There are many cameras and instruments on board including one called Moxie, that will 
convert atmospheric carbon dioxide to oxygen for astronauts to breath as well as for 
locally produced rocket fuel.  It carries a lightweight helicopter (4 lbs) named Ingenuity 
which will fly in the atmosphere 100th that of Earth. 
Also, in Boca Chica, Texas, SpaceX has now flown the fifth prototype of its Starship from 
a launch pad to a landing pad.  The first 4 failed, some with catastrophic explosions; 
each one learnt from the previous one.  More prototypes are in construction and soon 
one is expected to fly 20 km or 12½ miles high and return safely to the site landing pad.  
The final version needs a Super Heavy booster yet to be built and tested, and is 
expected to orbit the Earth by the end of this year or early next.  Special “Raptor” rocket 
motors have been developed, many parts of which are 3D printed, and use methane 
(CH4) as fuel, which can be produced on Mars using local water and atmospheric carbon 
dioxide (CO2).  When finished, the Starship will have 6 raptor engines delivering over 
1,000 tons of thrust.  The Super Heavy booster will have over 31 engines delivering over 
6,000 tons of thrust.  Both are built with a special stainless steel instead of the normal 
very expensive carbon fibre.  Starship will be 165 feet high and the booster will be 230 
feet high, so nearly 400 feet when mounted together, very similar to Our Brent Knoll.  
When loaded with fuel it will weigh over 5,000 tons.  Both are 30 feet in diameter.  It will 
deliver 100 tons of cargo and 100 persons to Mars.  It will refuel on landing for the return 
trip back to Earth. 
SpaceX has now delivered 600 Star Link satellites to orbit to deliver very fast broadband 
and plans 12,000 in total to give worldwide cover.  
The UK has now set up a National Space Council and on 3rd July, after a meeting with 
Boris Johnson and Rishi Sunak our Chancellor, it announced £0.5B investment in 
“Oneweb”, securing “strategic geopolitical opportunities for the UK”.  The satellites aim to 
deliver broadband and navigation services for the UK.  Watch this space! 
An American company “Boom Supersonic” is creating a supersonic aircraft XB-1 to fly 
London to New York in 3¼ hours at a height of 18 km (11 miles).  It could be in service 
by 2025.  
What amazing developments in such a short time space. For more information, 
please follow these video links:- Link 1            Link 2  David Filmer 

BKN.Innards.indd   12 20/08/2020   10:11



Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

R. MILLARD
 SON

PROP. A.L. HOLLEY

6 Springfield Road
Highbridge TA9 3AH

Tel 01278 793078
24 hour Personal Service

Private Chapel of Rest

Pre-paid Funerals
Arranged

Memorials Supplied

LONGEST ESTABLISHED
FAMILYRUN FUNERAL
BUSINESS IN THE AREA
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
ROB HEMBROW

ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS
01934 732998



15

SEPTEMBER BRENT KNOLL NEWS

15 
 

Secret World Wildlife Rescue 
Well it’s a strange world we are in at the moment and we hope that you have all 
managed to stay safe and enjoy your gardens.  It has been an especially difficult time 
for us as we have been working all through the lockdown: we were considered an 
‘essential service’.  We had to furlough staff to try and save costs and, with over 
£100,000 of fundraising events cancelled, we have had to find another way of 
surviving.  Most of our volunteers are over 70 or had to shield someone in their 
homes so we really were really busy.  Three volunteers came and lived on site, which 
was such a help to us.  

I usually now do quite a lot of administration so was really pleased 
to be involved with orphan rearing again although the broken 
nights did remind me of the commitment!  I have reared the fawns 
with Charlotte, one of our animal carers, a weasel and now three 
baby rabbits.  Many of our volunteers, unable to come in, have 
taken baby birds and other mammals to care for in their homes 

and only brought them back when they were self-sufficient 
and ready to go.  We have had many strange rescues- 
especially the one of the badger with a glass collar.  We 
were able to trap the badger and remove the glass collar 
while under anaesthetic.  It was one of the large bottles 
that people grow gardens in. She must have got her head 
stuck in the bottle and then smashed it until she was able 
to still feed.  I bet she wasn’t very popular as a bed mate 
when she went in the sett.  24 hours later she was back where she was found, very 
happy to be home.  

Secret World Wildlife Rescue has successfully sold the 
Cider Barns which more visitors will know as the 
reception and shop belonging to this charity.  The 
£250,000 raised will go towards the build of a New 
Treatment Centre on the charity grounds which will 
hopefully start in November.  Pauline Kidner, Founder, 
said, “We were sorry to see the barns being sold but if 
it means we can build a better more efficient building to 
care for wildlife, then it has been worthwhile.  It has 

gone as a domestic unit to local people who are kindly allowing us to use the building 
until Spring next year when we hope we shall be quite a way on with our new building.  
We haven’t got all of the money needed and will be launching an appeal in the next 
two weeks but we are all excited at the new plans.  We aim to include as many 
environmentally green features as possible, including solar panels, sedum roof and 
rainwater harvesting.  Bat boxes, bird boxes and other wildlife support will be an 
integral feature in line with our environmental ethos.”  Keep watching for more 
information which the charity will be announcing soon.  If you would like to have more 
details email pauline.kidner@secretworld.org or ring 01278 768701 Pauline Kidner 

Front Cover Photos  -   
Thanks to Brent Knoll Royal British Legion for the front cover photos. Bob 
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WI Craft Group 
Although we are unable to meet, our members and others continue to knit hats and 
scarves for Seafarers as well as blankets for both premature babies and adults with 
dementia. 
A total of 23 scarves, 6 sets of hats and scarves and 13 hats have been given to the 
local rep for Mission to Seafarers and they were very thankful, 
We hope it won’t be too long until we can meet again and not only show or explain 
what crafting we’ve done but also explain how it’s helped us to keep busy during this 
strange time.  
If anyone is having itchy fingers and would like to knit for a worthwhile cause, please 
contact me and I should be able to help with patterns, wool etc. 

Margaret Smith 01278 760691. 
Women’s Society 
So very sorry no news this month.  Have no idea when we will be able to meet up 
again but do hope it will not be too long before we can....... 
We know that some members have not been well and do hope that they are 
improving, we send you our love and please let us know if there is anything that we 
can do to help. 
I think we could organise a book swapping day, I have had to resort to reading on my 
iPad, not quite the same as holding a paper back! 
Regards to you all. Ann and Julie 

Pastoral Care Groups 
Although the groups can’t meet physically, we’ve been keeping an eye on our 
members through phone calls, emails etc. 
The Alzheimer and Dementia Carer group has been meeting fortnightly on a Monday 
afternoon through Zoom.  If anyone is interested in joining them, please phone Carla 
Searle on 01278 760041 or email geoffreysl@aol.com. 
Mrs Kim Wilcox the village agent, also attends the meetings. 
The Parish of Three Saints Pastoral Care team have also been busy keeping an eye 
on people in the community, phoning, getting shopping, dog walking, prayer requests 
and volunteering to deliver newspapers etc.  
Parents of those recently baptised in our parish have also been emailed to say that 
we are thinking of them and given links to online services, contact details etc. 
If there is anyone who would value a chat, please contact Anthony on 07701 081077 
or email lpacare.tpots@gmail.co.uk. Margaret Smith, 01278 760691 

BRENT KNOLL AND MARK TENNIS CLUB 
The Tennis Club is slowly returning to normal following the Covid lockdown.  
Players are now allowed to fix doubles games and are enjoying the wonderful 
Summer weather. 
Dean is back coaching on Thursday afternoons and evenings. 
Please contact Alison on alhillyer@aol.co.uk if you would like any information about 
the tennis club. Alison Hillyer 
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Misted Up Double Glazed 
Unit Replacement

Broken Glass Repairs

New Work

Mirrors

Telephone
MOBILE 07539 291804

TELEPHONE 01278 794510
EMAIL jammer13@hotmail.co.uk

Azure
Plumbing And Heating 

07446 433 149
 azurepandh@gmail.com
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Your Local Funeral Services
Burnham Funeral Services

Burnham

01278 588 117
97 Oxford Street, TA8 1EW

We are here to help 24 hours a day

Richard Marsh Funeral Services
Highbridge

01278 588 216
98 Church Street, TA9 3HR

www.burnhamfuneralservicesltd.co.uk www.richardmarshfuneralservices.co.uk

YOUR ADVERT HERE
Contact

Bob Filmer
Tel 760 760 or
bob@flockman.com
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Brent Knoll House Histories 
European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 45 
To start with this month, I thought it may be useful to remind people what the title of these 
articles refers to.  In 1975 the Brent Knoll W. I., along with many other W. I. groups, produced 
a book which looked at the heritage of our village to celebrate European Heritage Year.  This 
mainly consisted of photographs and drawings of some of the houses in the village, with a 
small amount of text about each.  For some time now, I have been using these entries as a 
base for my articles and have been adding additional material about the properties they 

mentioned.  This month is a little unusual in that 
most of the pictures are of fairly modern 
buildings, i.e. post-WWII.  This may, of course, 
have something to do with these properties 
being the homes of W. I. members. 

“Meadowvale” is the first of these and it is stated 
in the book that it was built in 1973 by R. Cornish 
of Brent Knoll. 

This is followed by “Bilsdean,” which not only 
mentions 

that it was 
built in 
1966-7 by 
Boley & 

Skuse of Burnham-0n-Sea, but also that the architect 
was Andrew Gray.  This is a property that I will briefly 
mention again later in regard to the next property I am 
discussing in more detail. 

Unfortunately, Boley & Skuse went into administration 
in 2013, after being founded in 1952. A report at that 
time stated, “Sedgemoor District Council are saddened 

to hear that Boley and Skuse have gone into 
administration, as we have had a good working 
relationship with them”.  

“Pook’s Cottage” was the third property shown 
and was another one which had been built by R 
Cornish, this time a year before “Meadowvale,” in 
1972. 
R. Cornish was also involved with another property 
close by. This was “Applegarth,” but this time he 
was only building an extension.  The company 
which built the original part of this property was 
Pegler of Weston-super-Mare in 1965. 

 Continued on page 20  
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued 
That is the final modern building, at least for the moment.  The next property shown is Park 
Farm, which has a photograph of the house and a picture of an apple tree, which is labelled 
as “Sheep Nose apple tree (preservation order).”  

Sheep Nose apples are not a 
variety that is well known today, 
but are prized for their use as 
baking and dessert apples with a 
uniquely oblong fruit.  They are 
also sometimes known as 
Gilliflower apples.  Apparently, 
they get their name from the fact 
that they are five crowned like a 
sheep’s nose.  I do not know 
whether the tree still exists. 

In the short write-up about Park 
Farm the W. I. book says, “Partly  
Elizabethan.  Once a tavern. 
During Elizabethan times a ‘ground rent’ of one penny per annum was paid.” 

Now I have not been inside Park Farm, but, as it is 
on the market there are some estate agent 
pictures online, showing quite a bit of the interior, 
one or two of which have some interesting 
historical features.  I will go into some of these in 
more detail next month, including the W. I. book 
comment that it is partly Elizabethan. 

Checking the 1842 Tithe Map, I see that it was 
shown as a farm at that time, so I am not sure 
where the comment about it having once been a 
tavern came from.  

John Page (myrtle.bk@gmail.com) 
Road Sense 
While driving about locally recently - since restrictions eased a little - I have been 
quite surprised by the amount of people who do not seem to know the Highway Code 
regarding hazards on the roads, and the rights of way at same.   
The rule is that if the hazard is on YOUR side of the road, YOU STOP, the driver 
coming the other way, without the hazard has the right of way to drive through.  
Hazard here means - cars parked, roadworks, horses, cyclists, line of cones (tree-
cutting, for example). 
If everybody stuck to the rule we would all know where we were, there would be less 
irritation, and we avoid the situation where someone stops for a vehicle which is 
already stopped to let someone through.  Does anybody else find that irritating? 
Just something to think about while you are out and about. Pauline Chadwick 
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JA Ross Electrical
Services Ltd

Domestic • Commercial • Industrial • Agricultural

Email: jaross2@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01278 760049

Mob: 07850 000406

All Works Fully Guaranteed, Insured and Certified

PAUL DIXON
Carpenter & Joiner

Builder
Extensions

Loft Conversions
Conservatories

Porches Timber/uPVC
Windows/Doors

Staircase
Fitted Furniture

‘Apple Down’, 76 Brent Street, Brent Knoll,
Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4EQ

Free Advice and Estimates

Tel: 01278 760521
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VOLUNTEERING IN OUR COMMUNITY 
Our village is lucky to have so many community-conscious residents.  Lucy White volunteers 
in our community shop.  We have asked her about volunteering; why she chose to volunteer 
and what made her support the re-opening of the shop. 
How long have you lived in Brent Knoll? 
My husband Paul and I moved here in 2015 from Hampshire to be nearer family. 
What do you do when not volunteering? 
Pre-Covid 19, I enjoyed various activities in the Parish Hall, Tai Chi, dog training, W.I and 
Good Companions, this introduced me to many new friends. 
Why did you choose to volunteer?  
During the lockdown, I was aware many villagers were unable to 
get to the main shops, mainly due to self-isolation.   We needed 
a village shop.  With no other commitments, I wanted to offer my 
time, to help make life better for people during this difficult time.  
I have no previous shop experience, luckily I found our 
customers to be very friendly and helpful. 
What do your duties at the shop entail?  How do you help 
us? 
As well as helping customers by serving and listening to our customer’s needs, I am part of 
the “shopping” team.  We source a wide variety of items, at the keenest prices, to restock 
the shelves.  This enables us to keep our prices lower than people might expect in a local 
shop. 
Why do you think it’s important for people to volunteer? 
A community shop such as ours cannot survive without a large pool of volunteers.  This 
enables the shifts we do to be a pleasure rather than a pressure.  It’s great being a volunteer 
in our community shop, particularly in these unusual times, seeing different people each day 
helps me feel less isolated. 
Next month, we will profile another of our volunteers. 
Do you feel like volunteering?  Do you think you have the skills to help out?  Do you have 
retail experience that could support us?  Are you a trained barista?  Would you like your 
community shop to stay open? Contact us sales@brentknollemergencyshop.co.uk or via our 
Facebook page. Jim Gillard 

“200+ Club” July Draw 
The July draw was made by Bob Filmer, witnessed by Parish Hall Committee 
members on Zoom following the Parish Hall Meeting.  The winning numbers were:- 
 

July No. Prize Name   
First Prize 181 

 
£   20 Mr & Mrs C.J. Lapage Burton Row Brent Knoll 

Second Prize 326 £   20 Mr S. Pring Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Third Prize 90 £   16 Mr P.T. Osborn Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Fourth Prize 138 £   12 Miss J.J Owen Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Fifth Prize 207 £   12 Mr & Mrs J.H.T. Burdge Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Sixth Prize 178 £   10 Mrs J.M. Clements Brent Road East Brent 
Seventh Prize 214 £     8 Mrs L. White Manor Ride Brent Knoll 
Eighth Prize 192 £     6 Mrs C.O. Ashton East Ride Brent Knoll 
Thank you to everyone who has supported the Parish Hall by joining the 200+ Club.  
This will help make sure that our Parish Hall continues to meet the needs of our local 
community and remains at it’s heart. Bob Filmer, “200+ Club” Co-ordinator 
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Brent Knoll Community Shop 
From all of us at Brent Knoll Community Shop, we wanted to say ‘thank you’ for 
supporting us during the last 4 ½ months.  What started as an ‘emergency shop’ is 
now a project that is growing and diversifying.  
Since re-opening on 18th April, our team of volunteers has risen to over thirty.  The 
shop could not exist without the dedication of people who feel so passionately that 
there should be a shop in our village.  This includes ordering and collating stock, 
keeping track of finances, serving our customers, collecting and labelling newspapers, 
processing orders, running a Saturday coffee shop, cleaning, signage, website 
updating and much more.  We have also found that, as our team of volunteers has 
grown, we have been able to address some of the issues raised from the 60+ surveys 
we have received, such as extending opening hours (including Sundays).  We now 
also take orders for newspapers, bread and meat.  
It has now been confirmed that the shop will remain open at least through to the end 
of September.  We realise that we will never be able to compete with supermarkets 
for prices and hours but we do stock lots of locally-sourced products including bread 
(Maisey’s), eggs (Westcroft), tea and coffee (Miles’), honey, cheese (Barbers), pies 
and quiches (Jon Thorner) as well as many of the essential products that we all 
occasionally run out of.  We have even started to receive donations of home-grown 
vegetables from villagers and we are now stocking a wide range of paperback fiction 
to support the village’s book sales.  Our Saturday coffee shop has also been a 
tremendous success. 
As we enter the Autumn, the shop’s focus must now be on the future.  Do we want a 
shop in our village?  Our team is very ambitious for the future of the shop but plans 
can only become a reality if we get the support and custom of our community.  If you 
haven’t visited the shop for a long time, pop in and say ‘hello’.  
Thank you for making our first 20 weeks such a pleasure.  We are not perfect but, as 
volunteers, we want to help our community out.  Some of you may have seen our 
strapline, ‘Local people serving local people’, a phrase which we believe encapsulates 
everything that the shop is aiming to be, including a Post office once again.  We hope 
that we will continue to be able to be part of this great community in the months and 
years ahead. 
Do you have a talent that could help develop the shop further?  Are you keen to 
volunteer?  Could you help us out?  Are there any baristas who could become part of 
our Saturday team? Jim Gillard 

St Michael’s Church Christmas Fair 
It is our firm intention to set up a Christmas Fair in early December.  What form this 
will take is uncertain at this stage.  We don’t know whether it will be possible to 
organise entry into St Michael’s church on our chosen date of Saturday 5th December, 
but, if it is possible to open the church in some way, we will do so.  Whatever 
happens, we intend to organise our usual sale of Christmas craft goods.  So be 
prepared to get weaving on your craft work as the nights draw in. 
We will keep you informed of our plans. Ged 
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Dear Friends, 
In the story told by Jesus known as The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-
37) we read of a wonderful account of care, dare I say it love, for a 
stranger, indeed a foreigner, who had fallen into difficulty and was 
injured.  The Samaritan, uncaring about his own safety, goes to the 
injured man, comforts and touches him, binding up his wounds.  Then he 
takes him to a place of safety. 

In the current pandemic, certainly at the time of writing in early 
August, we continue to face restrictions that are in place to keep 
us all safe.  I suspect these will still be in place as you read this.  
These contrast starkly with the proximity and intimacy in the story.  
We are asked to distance ourselves from others, and it has been 
interesting for me walking around the parish to notice how people 

sensitively give you more space on footpaths as you pass.  Even in church, where 
affection is often shown and normally we would we exchange a sign of peace (see 2 Cor 
13:12), we are trying to ensure 2m distancing at all times.   
The latest announcement, as I write, is that facemasks are to be compulsory in the 
church buildings, except for those who are exempt from wearing them.  Not seeing each 
other’s smiling faces seems to be very strange for us. 
However, everything is in place to protect people around us and particularly those about 
whom we care most.  Restrictions on touch and masks are there to protect others, not 
ourselves.  Wearing a mask willingly (and correctly), even if we don’t like it, is an act of 
selflessness to show we care. 
Also, in total contrast to the story Jesus told, our demonstration of caring must be to meet 
with those we love less intimately, keeping a distance even or perhaps especially from 
people we love most.  While I have every sympathy with those who live alone, in my 
view, people who are at best “bending” the rules to suit their own desires, are possibly 
endangering relations and friends, delaying recovery from the crisis and thereby 
damaging society.  Each visit or contact needs to be considered within the context of the 
whole picture.  You may want to challenge me on this opinion.  
In my position as Rector I enjoy visiting people pastorally, it is part of my role, but, since I 
meet a number of people in church, I now have to limit private visits, including my own 
family.  
Jesus was often outspoken, and we have to reflect on his words in each contemporary 
context we face.  This unprecedented situation is one where prayerful reflection on our 
practice may lead us to interpret the Bible in a new way! 
Bless you all,, 
 

 Revd Kevin Wright, Rector, The Parish of Three Saints 

Sedgemoor North West Beat Team 
 
 
 
 
PCSO 7675 Sam Piers  
07889 655184 
Sam.piers@avonandsomers
et.police.uk  

 
 
 
PC 2357 Tracey Jones 
07889 657944 
Tracey.jones@avonandsom
erset.police.uk  

 
 
 
PCSO 8338 Steve Hemmett 
07889 655212 
Stephen.hemmett@avonand
somerset.police.uk  
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VJ Day 15th August 2020 
On the 15th August, Brent Knoll Royal British Legion held a short ceremony to mark 
the 75th anniversary of the ending of the war in the Pacific and the end of WWII.     
The ceremony was held in Miss Frances James’ field opposite the Methodist church 
in Brent Street.  An oak tree had been planted in the field and a plaque was unveiled 
by Mary Cole and Jean Owen, both residents of Brent Knoll, whose fathers served in 
Burma during the second World War.  The Brent Knoll Royal British Legion has 
remembered the 75th anniversary of both VE and VJ Days by the planting of two oak 
trees and the placement of plaques in this field for all to see and remember the 
sacrifices made for our freedom. 
Both Mary's father and Jean’s father fought in the pacific, Mary’s 
father Pte Harry Hopton, 387 Company, Royal Army Service Corps 
(RASC), British 2nd Infantry Division. 
He was conscripted into the army in August 1941 and served at 
Bulford barracks, Salisbury, York and Oxford before being sent to 
India in April 1942. 
In 1944 he was part of the relieving force for the battles for Kohima, 
Assam and due to the high casualty rate, was posted as infantry to 
the 2nd Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers for 1 month before returning 
to his service role. 
He served throughout the Burma campaign before being sent home from Bombay in 
October 1945 suffering from tropical disease. 
He spent 9 months in Liverpool hospital before being discharged as unfit for further 
service.  He served for 4 years 11 months. 
Jean’s father Pte William (Bill) Owen 9th Royal Sussex Regiment, enlisted 30th April 
1942.  After initial training, he embarked from Liverpool and travelled to Durban and 
then to Bombay where he joined the newly formed 36th Independent Division 72 
Brigade which went to relieve the Chinditz. 
Bill was later sent to Myitkyina, North Burma, where one of his first tasks was to 
collect 70 mules (as packhorses) from 10 miles inside the Chinese border.  He then 
helped to clear a railway corridor from Myitkyina to Mandalay, some 800 miles. 
He fought with the 9th Royal Sussex Regiment along with the 6th South Wales 
Borderers and the 10th Gloucester Regiment at ‘Hill 60’, a fort which was held by the 
Japanese Army. 
Bill was about to be sent to 
Malaya when the Atom Bomb 
was dropped on Hiroshima. 
Bill returned home on 4th January 
1947.  
Mary and Jean were presented 
with a memorial coin from the 
Brent Knoll British Legion to mark 
this 75th anniversary of VJ Day. 

Steve Russell, Chairman 
Brent Knoll RBL 
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY 
  2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 
  Postponed until further notice 
Next meeting – Monday, 14th September at 8pm online via Zoom! S Few 

Nature diary for September 
Since the beginning of Lockdown, we have been watching a teasel grow outside our 
front door.  Teasels are biennial and, earlier this year, it was a rosette of leaves that 
had grown during last year.  In March, it was a sturdy plant about a metre high that 
did not require supporting.  The fused opposite facing lower leaves created a boat like 
shape which filled with water when it rained.  We watched as insects drowned in this 
small “pond”, their decaying remains providing a supplementary source of nitrogen to 
the plant.  The stems branch, and the egg shaped flowerhead sits on the end of each 
stalk.  Already, by this stage, you could see the hooks (bracts) that are such a 
characteristic feature of the flowerhead.  It was a splendid piece of botanical 
architecture and we decided to keep it in our flower bed and watch its progress over 
the season.   
As we moved into Summer, the florets emerged from the multiple bracts in the 
flowerhead.  These are lilac in colour and are very attractive to bees.  Unfortunately 
the downside of its height, at least two metres high as I write, is that it is collapsing 
under its own weight.  Should we remove?  If it were out in the wild the answer would 
undoubtedly be no.  Later in the year each floret produces a single seed and, if the 
plant had been out in the open, it would have provided rich pickings for goldfinches.  
Their narrow pointed bills are ideally suited to probing the recesses of each floret to 
extract the seed.   
So, the teasel has high conservation value, and also the potential to enrich a garden 
by its presence.  But what about its potential uses? 
Let’s start with its decorative ones.  Flower arrangers can use it in its dried form as 
part of an Autumn or Winter flower display.  Sprayed gold or silver it can be used in 
Christmas decorative displays.  Over the years I have tried, somewhat inexpertly, to 
include the dried heads in various “crafty” decorations.  They can be used as the 
centrepiece of a small floral display or be made into passable imitations of Mrs 
Tiggywinkle.  However, I have to be honest, and admit that these efforts have not 
been wildly successful as fundraisers! 
Looked at historically, the situation is rather different.  Teasel heads of a slightly 
different form of our wild teasel, played an important role in the woollen cloth industry.  
Their bristly heads were used in the fulling process, in which the fibres of woollen 
cloth are drawn out to produce the finished cloth.  As with so many things, the 
industrial revolution changed the way that this process was achieved, and steel hooks 
replaced the natural spines of the teasel head in fulling machines.  Having said that, 
the finest cloth still cannot be processed using steel hooks, and teasel heads find a 
use producing this type of cloth today.  I gather that teasels were still being grown 
around Taunton for this specialist crop in the early 21st century.  So, should the teasel 
be treated as a weed and uprooted willy nilly?  The choice is yours, but, before you do 
pull it up, think of it as a beautiful plant that is of high nature conservation value. Ged 
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The Frock Shop re-opens its doors 
Following complete refurbishment, popular Somerset designer dress agency ‘The 
Frock Shop’, re-opens its doors on Thursday 3rd September. 
The Frock Shop, based in Brent Knoll, stocks a wide range of pre-owned quality and 
designer clothes and accessories. 
The shop has recently undergone an extensive re-fit and customers can be assured 
of a warm safe welcome, in line with the Government’s COVID-19 guidelines, from 
Nicki and Lou. 
With a wide range of new stock available, the shop will initially open each Thursday 
Friday and Saturday from 10am - 3pm. 
Private out of hours appointments are also available - please email 
info@thefrockshop.agency for further information. 
There are no COVID restrictions on excellent customer service and Proprietors Lou & 
Nicki look forward to welcoming customers old and new!  Nicki and Lou 

Brent Knoll Weather Report 
You may remember that it was reported that the Brent Knoll weather station 
had closed it’s doors due to a change of premises, well, the anemometer is up 
and the weather station is functioning again.  The data is available via a new 
web site on www.knollweather.co.uk.  The twitter feed is also back up and 
running @knollweather.  
So if you want to keep up with the local weather, you now can. 
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Your September Sudokus 
 Atomic Mushroom Cloud (KB) Space settlements (DF) 

 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A    4  8 2 1 3    
 

B  2      8     
C 6        7 
 

D 4    1    5 
 

E   5 1  4  2 9 3  
 

F    9  6    
 

G    2  7    
 

H   2    4   
 
I   5    7   

 

My dear friend Klaus Brenner and I got together to consider the future of mankind.  His view and 
mine are similar and he wrote “we must stop the production and use of weapons of mass destruction 
immediately.  All nations should build a different attitude towards other nations, an attitude which 
respects human dignity and leads to a general will for peace.  We must not be our own enemies and 
opponents.  We should recognize that it is not man who should destroy ourselves, but that quite 
different adverse circumstances are ready to destroy us.  In order not to suffer this fate, we are 
simply forced to use the intelligent powers of all mankind to create all possibilities to escape this 
fate.  A catastrophe such as the one that struck Japan almost exactly 75 years ago must never be 
repeated.” 
So the first Sudoku shows the fate we must avoid and the second shows mankind becoming a 
space-faring species to avoid the possibility of a catastrophic incident on planet Earth, nuclear war, 
meteor impact etc. 
Last Sudoku solutions came from: - Klaus Brenner, Jenny Butters, Pauline Chadwick, Peter Filmer, 
Christine Hall, Mac Hares, John Harper, Liz Ibrahim, Vicky Jones, Chris Marsh, Frankie and Geoff 
New, John Spiers, Ted Toon, and Jo Wright. 
Please send entries in to david@flockman.com or to 48 Brent Street. David Filmer 
The solutions to last month’s Sudokus are below:- 
 Falcon 9 Rocket Sudoku Meteor Impact Sudoku 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A  7   4 5 3 9  
 

B  4   8    2    
C 3 8 9  6    1 
 

D  6   7    9 
 

E  5  6  1 7 4 3 
 

F    3      
 

G   7 2 3   8  
 

H    8   9  5 
 
I    4    6  

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 2 5 7 3 9 1 4 6 8 
 

B 4 6 3 2 8 5 9 7 1 
   

C 9 8 1 6 7 4 5 2 3 
 

D 3 7 2 8 4 6 1 9 5 
 

E 1 9 6 5 2 3 8 4 7 
 

F 5 4 8 9 1 7 2 3 6 
 

G 6 3 4 1 5 9 7 8 2 
 

H 8 1 9 7 6 2 3 5 4 
 
J 7 2 5 4 3 8 6 1 9 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A 8 4 1 5 6 3 2 9 7 
 

B 2 5 6 9 8 7 4 3 1 
 

C 7 9 3 1 4 2 6 8 5 
 

D 4 6 9 7 3 1 8 5 2 
 

E 5 1 7 6 2 8 3 4 9 
 

F 3 8 2 4 9 5 7 1 6 
 

G 6 7 4 3 1 9 5 2 8 
 

H 1 3 8 2 5 6 9 7 4 
 
J 9 2 5 8 7 4 1 6 3 
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Lympsham Gardening Club 
As the conditions in the country are still somewhat uncertain due to Covid-19, the 
Garden Club has regretfully decided to cancel all meetings for the rest of this year.
 Mariette Denison 
The Silver Bird 

The large silver bird sweeps across the blue 
Across the hills and fields so far below 

Where cows with acres of fresh grass to chew 
Wander down to drink the sweet river's flow 
The silver bird gives no heed to the scene 
It's wings shine in the early morning sun 
It knows not where it’s going or has been 
But goes on it’s way with a droaning hum 
The silver bird leaves a mighty shadow 
On the ground below as it thunders on 

Four streams of white smoke from the engines flow 
The roar of it’s power lingers when it’s gone 

The silver bird dives in a graceful arc 
The huge plane at the mercy of the pilot’s will 

The people stare as they walk in the Park 
Then the South Tower is hit and time stands still 

JMS 2002 
 

Appeal for information after 
cyclist injured in traffic 
collision in Brent Knoll 

Police are appealing for witnesses and information after a cyclist was injured in a 
collision on Harp Road, Brent Knoll at around 9.40am on Friday 31st July. 
The cyclist, a woman in her 30s, and her 7-year-old daughter were cycling towards 
Mark when they were struck by a vehicle heading in the same direction.  
The driver of the vehicle, which is described as a silver / grey Honda, failed to stop 
following the collision.  
The vehicle’s door mirror was broken off in the impact and the woman suffered 
injuries which were treated by paramedics at the scene.  
Anyone with information that could help with our investigation should contact police 
on 101, quoting reference 5220171251. 
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BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE 

SCARECROW WEEKEND 

 

2020 is proving to be a year of many changes to the way we live our lives. 
We, the volunteer leaders of Brent Knoll Rangers, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows,  
have been following the guidance of the government and GirlguidingUK and have not 
seen our members in person since March and will probably not see them until the 
New Year.   
We had been hopeful that we would be able to continue with our scarecrow weekend, 
however, following an in-depth review and risk assessment, with very heavy heart we 
have unanimously decided NOT to hold our scarecrow trail at all this year. 
The safely of our village is our key concern.  We believe that even with all the 
required precautions, we would be placing our community under an increased risk of 
Coronavirus by encouraging visitors to the village for a scarecrow trail.  The Brent 
Knoll Parish Hall remains closed, the infection rate is rising in the UK and with more 
businesses opening tomorrow and schools returning at the beginning of September, 
we felt it was right to re-view the event now and make an early decision. 
A MASSIVE thank you to the 30 scarecrow makers who entered a scarecrow this 
year with the hope that we would be able to hold the event.  Your secret is safe with 
us, please keep hold of your NUMBERS idea for 2021 – when we plan to compensate 
for this year’s disappointment by pulling out all the stops and delivering a really 
WONDERFUL scarecrow weekend for everyone to enjoy.   
We know there will be many disappointed scarecrow hunters, young and old and we 
so wish we could change things, however, we will be back – let’s all make the 2021 
Brent Knoll Scarecrow Weekend the best ever. 
Take care everyone and stay safe. Girlguiding Brent Knoll 

Prayers from the C of E 
God of compassion, be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 
In their loneliness, be their consolation; 
In their anxiety, be their hope; in their darkness, be their light; 
Through him who suffered alone on the cross, but reigns with you in glory, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
For those who are ill 
Merciful God, 
We entrust to your tender care 
Those who are ill or in pain, 
Knowing that whenever danger 
threatens 
Your everlasting arms are there to hold 
them safe. 
Comfort and heal them, 
And restore them to health and 
strength; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

For Hospital staff and medical 
researchers 
Gracious God, 
Give skill, sympathy and resilience 
To all who are caring for the sick, 
And your wisdom to those searching for 
a cure. 
Strengthen them with your Spirit, 
that through their work many will be 
restored to health; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen 

Sally Wingate

BKN.Innards.indd   39 20/08/2020   10:11



40

BRENT KNOLL NEWS SEPTEMBER

40 
 

Postcards of Brent Knoll - 3 

This month I have another picture of Church Lane, but with a difference.  Here, it is joining 
onto Brent Street and it is notable that there are no houses behind the hedge which the car is 
passing.  However, it is the car and its occupants which are of particular interest.  

Lady Ethel Mary Fox took up residence in the Manor House in January 1927, bringing her 
Model “T” Ford, or “Tin Lizzie,” as it was often known, with her.  That model was in 
production from 1908 until 1927, though it was not until around 1937 that she traded it in, 
for a Ford 8.  Lady Fox was 70 years old when she came, but still managed to live here for 
another eighteen years.  

I am not certain who the man 
beside her is, though it could 
be her brother, Sir Charles 
Hobhouse, who had been 
Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster and Postmaster 
general in the pre-WWI 
Liberal Government and at 
the start of the war period.  
Lady Fox was the eldest of 
five sisters and Sir Charles 
was her only brother.  Her 
husband had died some time 
before she came to Brent 
Knoll.  Driving the car is almost certainly her chauffer and companion, Margaret Proctor 
 John Page 
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Registered with all major insurance providers  
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Crossword - Answers 
Across  -   
  1) Saga 
  3) Close Shave 
  9) Deal 
10) Double Base 
12) Roughcast 
13) Ether 
14) Afterthought 
18) Purposefully 

21) Perch 
22) Epicentre 
24) Appearance 
25) Vera 
26) Gooseberry 
27) Stet 
 
 
 

Down  - 
  1) Sidereal 
  2) Graduate 
  4) Loofa 
  5) Saboteurs 
  6) Scene Shifters 
  7) Apache 
  8) Ensure 
11) Thoroughfare 

15) Hyphenate 
16) Flatfeet 
17) Typecast 
19) Sprang 
20) Troppo 
23) Incur 
 
    Roy Ainsworth 

Now Where Did That Come from? 
The expression Blue Blooded is used to describe people who are from royal or 
aristocratic families.  In 711, the Moors from North Africa invaded Spain for the first 
time and for many centuries much of Spain was under Moorish rule.  During the 
Middle Ages, fair skinned Europeans called Asian and dark-skinned Mediterranean 
people Moors. 
In Spain, members of the aristocracy, with pale skin as a result of never intermarrying 
with the Moors, were termed “Sangre Azul”, which may be translated literally as “Blue 
Blood”.   
This was because the veins, under the pale skinned people, appeared to be much 
bluer, which in turn led to the belief that white Spanish Nobility must be different and 
their blood, bluer than those socially inferior. Roger Ward 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Did you know Seagulls can live up to 30 years?” 
“What do they live on, the tide only goes out once a day, can’t get a great feed 

from that can they?” 
“I expect if you live in Burnham, you would say their main meal is fish & chip, out 

your hands!!” 
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Station Road, Brent Knoll 
Progress 
• Current programme shows target completion of the project in Spring 2021, 

provided there are no significant delays in sourcing materials.   
• Culvert works/entrance works to site are planned for Late August to Mid-

September. 
• Groundworks are progressing well and piling mats are in place, with piling 

estimated to take place Late September.   
• Mains drainage has been put in place, the adoptable road has been constructed 

and tarmac for the base course has been laid.   
• Western Power Distribution is required to undertake works to remove a pole and 

install the temporary electricity supply in September. 
• All pre-commencement planning conditions have been discharged.   
• Monthly progress meetings are being held (virtually at present) and the Parish 

Council is updated after each meeting. 
Piling 
• Target commencement date for piling in Late September, subject to culvert walls 

work being completed.   
• EG Carter will write to all nearby properties at least two weeks beforehand.  The 

letter will include a point of contact, if there are any concerns during the piling 
works.  EG Carter is working with the Parish Council to ensure that notifications 
are sufficiently widespread. 

• Piling is envisaged to take 1 – 2 weeks and would take place Monday to Friday 
only. 

• Vibration monitoring will be in place on site boundaries throughout the piling 
process. 

• Other options of piling have been explored but hammer driven piles were 
concluded to be the only option for the ground conditions of the site.  

Marketing/Allocations 
• The properties were launched at a marketing event held at Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

in early March 2020.   
• Shortly after the event, COVID-19 hit, with a significant impact upon the housing 

market and the build programme.   
• Marketing has stopped for the time-being and will be re-launched in October, 

when the build will be much more advanced.  Subject to government guidelines 
permitting, it is intended to hold a similar event in the Brent Knoll Parish Hall.   

• In terms of the rented homes, a great deal of interest has been received and the 
Housing Team has compiled a list of interested parties.   

• The rented homes will be advertised through Homefinder Somerset 6-8 weeks 
prior to the anticipated completion date.  In the meantime, Willow Tree Housing 
Team continue to add to their list as interest is received.   

Further Updates  
A further update will be provided in next month’s newsletter and will include details of 
works on site up to Christmas. Callum Turner, Willow Tree Housing Partnership 
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     PLUMBING 
 BY GEORGE Ltd! 

 302969 Brent Knoll  
 Small Jobs - dripping taps - leaking toilets, Outside 

taps, Shower replacements, etc. 
 Gas boiler replacement, radiators & System Upgrades 
 Boiler servicing 

Tel:  07813 321 197 
Company number: 9523398 
A company registered in England & Wales 
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• Touring Caravans, Motorhomes & Tents 
• WIFI

 • Fully equipped holiday cottages also 
available for house moves, relocation

 • Seasonal & Part Seasonal Pitches Available 
• Used touring caravans for sale

 • Secure Caravan Storage CaSSOA Gold 
Registered (G&S Storage)

Near Weston-Super-Mare,  
Burnham-on-Sea & Cheddar

Country Retreat Set in 
the Heart of Somerset

Phone: 01934 750298
Email: dfhp@btconnect.com

www.dulhornfarmholidaypark.co.uk

DulhornHoliday DulhornFarmHP

a5-landscape.indd   1 07/12/2017   22:03
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Crossword 
Across  -   
  1) Healthy enough for 

combat (8,3) 
  8) Promptly (4)  
10) Taciturn (8) 
11) Nearest (4) 
12) Light beams (4) 
13) Lavatory (3) 
15) Shade (4) 
18) Playing with (6) 
20) Sampled (5) 
22) Stupid (5) 
23) Out of place (5) 
24) In reserve (5) 
25) Full of energy (colloq) 

(5) 
29) Brushes (6) 
33) Famous London statue 

(4) 
34) ___ de Triomphe, 

Paris landmark (3) 
35) Woolly farm animals (4) 
37) Unwilling (4) 
38) And so on (2,6) 
39) ____ Phillips, actress 

(4) 
40) Trucker (5,6) 

Down  - 
  2) Paradox (5) 
  3) With acidity (6) 
  4) Opinion (6) 
  5) Freezing compartment (6) 
  6) Seize illegally (5) 
  7) Different (5) 
  9) Makers of Milky Bars (6) 
14) Fuel-carrying vessel (3-6) 
17) Showbiz sparkle (colloq) (5) 
18) ____ Akabusi, ex-England athlete (5) 
19) Bargains (5) 

21) Affairs of honour (5) 
26) Insertions (6) 
27) Less (5) 
28) South American cape (6) 
30) Thin and crisp (6) 
31) Chocolate cake (6) 
32) Operating (5) 
36) Pass the time (5) 
                              Roy Ainsworth 

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY 
The monthly Parish Surgery will be discontinued until meetings resume, however 
please do phone or email the clerk if you have any issues that you need to discuss. 

Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  Mobile Tel 07917 445 215 
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Useful Village Contacts: Contact e-mail Telephone 
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll Revd. Kevin Wright priest.tpots@gmail.com 760844 
Parochial Church Council, Secretary, Carole Carter  office.tpots@gmail.com 769082 
Church Administrator Carole Carter  office.tpots@gmail.com 769082 
Church Warden Miss Frances James  760287 
 Mike Smith   760691 
Church Cleaners Weit Harper  760803 
Church Flowers Mrs Marion Vining  760612 
Poppy Organiser Mrs Sally Wingate  760610 
Brass Cleaners Miss Frances James  760287 
Methodist Church,  Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk 784808 
 Janet Southwell  760445 
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers  783920 
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright, 422703 
Member of Parliament James Heappey James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk  01749 343255 
County Councillor Bob Filmer   BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk 760760 
District Councillor Bob Filmer   bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk 760760 
 Andrew Gilling  andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk 01934 750580 
Parish Council, Clerk Owen Cullwick clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  07917 445215 
 Chairman  Colin Townsend colinstownsend@me.com 760226 
 Planning enquiries Andrea Hurkett andreah@sentinor.com 760099 
 Footpath Contact  Cynthia Trivett–Bill cynthia.trivett.bill@googlemail.com  760198 
Parish Hall Booking Secretary  Jenny Butters  jenny.butters@onetel.com  760477 
 Bazaar  Eddie Fuller  eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com 760308 
 Chairman  Bob Filmer  bob@flockman.com 760760 
 Secretary  Sandra Few  sjfizzard@aol.com 760451 
Doctor  Dr S L Aung   760313 
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline        111 
Western Power Distribution Power Cut?  105 
WRVS Prescription Service   760313 
Brent Knoll Primary School Chris Burman office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk  760546 
Toddlers Group   Jane Hannah timothyhannah@aol.com 760629 
Brent Knoll Tadpoles Pre-School Cathy Hurley  769126 
Village Shop     760225 
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster)    
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor  Bob Filmer bob@flockman.com 760760 
 Distribution  Elaine & Eddie Fuller eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com 760308 
Police PCSO 7675  Sam Piers Sam.piers@avonandsomerset.police.uk  07889 655184 
Police Non-Emergency Number         101 
Rhyne Problems   Lower Axe Draining Board 789906 
Village Agent  Kim Wilcox  Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk 07943 555519 
National Trust Honorary Ranger Ged Keele   769010 
Village Societies:  
All-Sorts Community Choir Sue Toon sue.toon@btinternet.com 760753 
Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)  Sarah Joyce   787493 
Conservative Branch  Bob Filmer  bob@flockman.com 760760 
Ecumenical Group  Revd. Margaret Trapp   760573 
Good Companions  Mrs Ann Robson   760981 
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows Jane Sinnott  jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk  
Royal British Legion  Rod Southwell   760445 
Short Mat Bowling Club Alan Castle   760424 
Table Tennis Club  John Mathews  07414 868333 
Tennis Club   Alison Hillyer   01934 815407 
Women’s Institute  Janet Southwell   760445 
Women’s Society  Julie Baker   751229 
E&OE 
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Diary for September Page 
31st Green Waste Collection Your House   Early!!  
  2nd SORT IT+ Recycling Your House   Early!!  
  2nd Parish Council – Public Session Online via Zoom   7.00pm 7 

Parish Council Meeting Online via Zoom to follow immediately 
  3rd ‘Frock Shop’ reopens The Frock Shop 10.00am 32 
  9th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
14th Green Waste Collection Your House   Early!!  
14th Parish Hall Committee meeting Online via Zoom   8.00pm 31 
15th Deadline for October Brent Knoll News  12.00 noon 50 
16th SORT IT+ Recycling Your House   Early!!  
21st Autumn Equinox  
23rd SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
28th Green Waste Collection Your House   Early!!  
30th SORT IT+ Recycling Your House   Early!!  

Comet Neowise 
Recently there was some excitement in the Astronomy World as Comet Neowise was 
visible in our skies.  So we decided to venture out onto the moors to see if we could 
see it.  The photo on the next page was taken on Sunday 19th July at about 11.30pm.  
It’s not a massive comet, but it was certainly worth staying up late for and it was very 
peaceful watching the sunset over Brent Knoll. Anita & Rob 
Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!! 
Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting?  Then 
why not share it with the village?  We publish most items and others may find your 
article interesting. 
Deadline for the October 2020 Issue –  
All contributions to be received by noon on Tuesday 15th September, to:- 
bob@flockman.com  The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views 
expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of 
the editor or the standpoint of the Brent Knoll News.  The Editor reserves the right to 
edit or amend any contribution. 

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk 
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In these challenging times
we are here to keep 

your business growing
leaflets and 
brochures

posters and 
signage 

menus and 
stationery

and more

CALL 01278 423 637
E SALES@BWWPRINT.CO.UK  W WWW.BWWPRINT.CO.UK
Herswell Business Park | Salmon Parade | Bridgwater | TA6 5PY
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